Survey of College Knowledge
Cumulative results presented at the “A-G for All” Symposium on March 29, 2008

In March 2008, UCSD student researchers surveyed 222 students from 3 high schools within the San Diego Unified School District to test their college knowledge.

Grade:    
9% Freshman

57% Sophomore
15% Junior
        19% Senior

Gender:   
43%  Female  

57%  Male
Top of Form

Ethnicity: 
  1%   American Indian/Alaska Native 
46%  (((((((Hispanic/Latino                
14%   Asian 




17%  African American             

   -       Pacific Islander 


  8%  White (not Hispanic)        

  3%   Filipino 



11%  Multiple/No Response

1. Do you know what the A-G requirements are?  

25%  Yes 

25%  Sort of 

50%  No (if no skip to #5)

Questions 2-4 are based on 111 students who responded YES or SORT OF in question 1.
2. Are you enrolled in any classes that would meet the A-G requirements now?

59%  Yes 

12%  No 

29%   I don’t know

3. Are you planning to complete the A-G requirements?

79%   Yes 

 6%   No 

15%   I don’t know

4. Do you think there are enough A-G classes for everyone to take them? 

50%   Yes 

11%   No 

39%   I don’t know

5. Do you want to go to college? 

77%  Yes 

14%  Maybe 
                4%  No 
         5%  I don’t know

6. What is the highest level of education you want to get?


14%   High School Diploma   

  1%   Unskilled Job training (for example: cashier, waiter)   

16%   Associates Degree at Community College or equivalent training for skilled job 

           

(for example: technician, medical assistant, mechanic)   

43%   Bachelor’s Degree from a 4 year college (UCSD, SDSU)


26%   Masters or Doctorate 

7. Have looked at or visited any colleges? 

70%  Yes 

30%  No 

8. Has anyone ever talked to you about going to college? 

68%  No 

32%  Yes

9. Do you know what you have to do to be eligible to go to college? 

51%  Yes 

41%  Sort of 
                  8% No

10. What are the obstacles for you to get to college? 

      44% Money   5% Parents   33% Grades   10% Transportation   1%You are a Parent    7% Other

11. Do you think it's important to go to college or to a community college? 

97%  Yes 

3%  No

12. If you could grade your school what grade would you give it? 

22%  A   
40%  B  
26%  C 
8%  D  
4%  F

13. Do you feel your high school is preparing you for your …


5%  Unskilled job     15%  Skilled job      24%  2yr. college      49%  4yr. college     7%  Nothing 

14. Does your counselor give you guidance for education options beyond high school? 

60%  Yes 

12%  No 

28%  Haven’t spoken to a counselor

15. Do your teachers challenge you enough to prepare you for life after high school? 

49%  Yes 

45%  Sort of    
6%  No

16. Do you know anyone who has dropped out of school? 

62%  Yes
  
38%  No

 
17. If more money was available what do you think would be the best way to spend it in your own 
school? (Choose your top 3) 
    17%  Fix buildings and classrooms
23%  More learning materials (textbooks, computers)
    10%  More tutoring programs

  8%  More challenging courses
      9%  Fewer students in classrooms
10%  Better teachers
      5%  More counselors 


18%  More support for extra-curricular activities
18. What percent of your school do you think is prepared to go to college when they graduate? 

5%  0-20%        18%  20-40%        36%  40-60%         33%  60-80%         8%  80-100%

19. What is the highest level of education your parents received?

Mother:    
18% None   7% Elementary   11% Middle School   30% High School   
    

25% College   9% Post Graduate

Father:
22% None   5% Elementary   12% Middle School   35% High School   
    

17% College   10% Post Graduate


20. Are your parents involved in making decisions about school?

36%   Yes 

18%  No

46%  Sometimes

21. Do your parents want you to go to college? 

91%  Yes 

9%  No
Survey conducted by Carolina Auza, Diana Noguez, Kang Ko, and Linda Vasquez. 
Presented by Carolina Auza and Diana Noguez.
